
The City Goods Ordinance

The City Goods ordinance:

• Vans between 2.500 and 3.500kg totalweight must have an engine less than 7 years old.

• Lorries heavier than 3.500kg totalweight must be 60% full/loaded

The main objective:

• To increase theuseof  newer cars and increase theuseof capacity

Thephilosophy:

• Reduction in number and/or size of lorries and vans are to by met by a demand of capacityutilization and new cars.

1. Introduction

www.citygods.dk



The City Goods Ordinance

2. Background

1996 Report - 3.500 vans and lorries make 6.000 daily trips in and out.

1996 A working-group is formed

1998 Voluntary test scheme starts

2000 New traffic-law is passed in Parliament

2002 Obligatory test scheme starts
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3. Content of theordinance
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3. Content of theordinance (...continued)
Green Cer tificate:

• For vehichles between 2,5 and 18 tons total weight

• 60% capacity-utilisation as average over a three-month period

• Only usevehichles with engine younger than 8 years

• Report the capacity-utilisation, once every three months to themunicipality

• Exclusive right to use the loading zones

• Application form must be filled out

• Cost 260d.kr. (app.35 EURO) and is valid for the entire trial period

Yellow Cer tificate:

• For vehichles maximum 3,5 tons and/or 6 meter long. Engineno older than 6 years

• Application form must be filled out

• Cost 260d.kr. (app.35 EURO) and is valid for six months

Red Cer tificate:

• An option for those that rarely comes to the Copenhagen inner-city

• No application is needed. The certificate can bebought around-the-clock at petrol stations leading to the inner-city

• Cost 40d.kr. (app.5 EURO) and is valid for only oneday
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3. Content of theordinance (…continued)



The City Goods Ordinance

Weight november 1999 october 2002 apri l  2003 august 2003
Number of trips 6.032 6.236 6.209 5.458
Total number of cars 3.543 3.503 3.979 3.500

Number of cars > 2 t 3.117 3.155 3.526 3.144
Number of cars > 2,5 t 2.456 2.153 2.341 2.185

Total tonnage, kg. > 2 t 12.251.625 11.961.325 13.739.205 12.279.850
Average tonnage, kg > 2 t 3.930 3.791 3.896 3.905

Total tonnage, kg. > 2,5 t 10.770.100 9.776.200 11.161.325 9.979.375
Average tonnage, kg > 2,5 t 4.385 4.540 4.767 4.567

Total tonnage, kg. 2 < 2,5 t 1.481.525 2.185.125 2.575.380 2.300.475
Average tonnage, kg 2 < 2,5 t 2.237 2.182 2.175 2.174

Highlights:

• No changes in number of daily trips and total number of cars

• Small reduction in number and tonnage of cars over 2,5 tons (the City Goods target group)

• Large increase in thenumber - and thus the tonnage - of cars between 2 and 2,5 tons 

4. Results
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4. Results
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4. Results (continued)
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4. Results (continued)
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• App. 50% of green certificates issued to vans between 3 and 3,5 tons.

• Only 6% of thecars under 3 tons have a green certificate.

• During the testperiod lorries over 3,5 tons with a green certificate has increased from 36% to 45% 

• During the testperiod vans between 3 and 3,5 tons with a yellow certificate has increased from 66% to 77%

• App. 75% of the transports perfomed with yellow certificated cars is related to service (crafts and couriers)

4. Results (continued)

Report from period 4 (01-11-02 til 31-01-03)

Totalweight
Number of 

reports
Number of 0 - 

trips
Number of cars 
reporting trips

Number 
of trips

Average 
trips

Average capacity 
util ization (%)

Certificates 
annulated

2501 - 2800 28 11 17 1085 63,82 65,53 4
2801 - 3000 15 7 8 328 41,00 84,75 0
3001 - 3200 120 46 74 2108 28,49 66,86 21
3201 - 3500 257 75 182 6169 33,90 70,47 35
3501 - 6000 70 27 43 1957 45,51 65,37 3
6001 - 12000 83 29 54 1485 27,50 73,11 8
12001 - 18000 165 56 109 3154 28,94 64,81 8
Total 738 251 487 16286 38,45 70,13 79

• 5 report periods - each of 3 months lenght - has passed. Period 4 is representative for all fiveperiods.

• App. 30% of the reported cars did not drive in the area.

• App. 500 cars was reported driving 16.000 trips to the areaduring a period (app. 40 trips for every car)

• The average capacity utilization is app. 70%.
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4. Results (continued)
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5. Effects
• Number of cars unchanged

• The size of the cars has decreased

• The age of the cars is unchanged

• The impact on the environment is thus marginal

6. Obstacles
• Difficult to make up and verify thevalidity of the information on the capacity utilization

• Thepossibility to be exempted from theordinance by buying a red certificate

• The extent of driving - not stopping - through the center city.

• The lack of measurable succes criteria that gives a correct pictureof theordinance’  effect

7. Improving theordinance
• Verifying the capacity utilization must be done electronically using GPS and barcodes

• Increasing thepriceof a red certificate, a quotasystem or stop selling red certificates

• Put up driving prohibit signs as a supplement to thestopping prohibit signs

• Comparablecensuses is carried out once every year

www.citygods.dk


