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HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE 
MANAGEMENT STRATEGY : 

ONE YEAR ON
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BACKGROUND

• Major challenge for local authorities: Managing 
freight and HGVs in an urban context

• Two-Tiered Approach implemented by DCC:

1. Dublin Port Tunnel (DPT)
2. HGV Management Strategy
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Key Strategy Elements
• Maximise the use of the Dublin Port Tunnel 

and Minimise use of city streets by HGVS 
travelling to and from the port area

1. The implementation and operation of a ban on 
5+ axle vehicles within a cordon area

2. A HGV permit scheme
3. Implementation and operation of Eastlink Toll 

Rebate Scheme
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CORDON AREA
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DPT HGV Volumes

1,797 (47% 
increase)

5,246 (57% 
increase)

Recent Figures 

1,442 (18% 
increase)

4,831 (44% 
increase)

2007 HGV Ban 

1,2163,330 2006 Tunnel Open 

4 axle Vehicles 5+ axle vehiclesTime
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Notes:Notes:

Total 5+ Total 5+ AAxlexle Vehicle Vehicle RReductionseductions

Reduction in Reduction in HGVsHGVs due to HGV Strategydue to HGV Strategy

Reduction of Reduction of HGVsHGVs since opening of DPTsince opening of DPT

--1,7771,777(94% (94% 
Reduction)Reduction)

--187187

--1,5901,590

--805 805 

--1037 1037 

-- 1,81,842 (76% 42 (76% 
Reduction)Reduction)

-- 204204

--263263

--467467(72% (72% 
Reduction)Reduction)
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69 69 ((1,2771,277))

180 180 (1,598)(1,598)

81 81 (514)(514)

36 36 ((605605))

402 402 (826)(826)

102 102 (136)(136)

Notes: Notes: 

Number of 5+ Number of 5+ AAxlexle HGVsHGVs SStill till PPresent 7am resent 7am –– 7pm permit 7pm permit 
requiredrequired
Number of 5+ Number of 5+ AAxlexle HGVsHGVs SStill till PPresent 7pm resent 7pm –– 7am permit not 7am permit not 
requiredrequired
(Volumes prior to implementation of the HGV Strategy)(Volumes prior to implementation of the HGV Strategy)
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HGV Strategy: Permit System
• Cornerstone of HGV Management Strategy, 

ensures service requirements in cordon area are 
catered for

• Also provides information for DCC regarding 
premises’ use of 5+ axle vehicles

• DCC are authorised to issue permits to allow 5+ 
axle HGVs in the cordon for registered premises

• Online system used  to  apply for permits 
(www.hgv.ie) and register premises

• Permits are issued per day payable up to 14 
days in advance
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HGV Strategy: Permit System (2)

• Load/Unload and Transit permits

• Permits to allow HGVs to make up to 5 
stops to unload/unload within the cordon

• Premises mitigation plans compared to 
actual usage of vehicles as recorded by 
permits issued
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Permit Numbers (June- March)
Permit Numbers
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Regular Permit User Trends

Diageo, Victoria Quay
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Project Specific Permit User

Ascon, Lansdowne Road
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Density of Deliveries Using Permits
nsity
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HGV Strategy: Eastlink Rebate

• DCC operate a rebate scheme for affected vehicles
• There are 83 companies registered on the system to 

date
• €385,108 has been claimed to end of October 

(€42789 per month on average)
• NTR provided special report for rebate claims
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Environmental Implications
• Average daily PM10 levels 

from pre DPT: 35.5ug/m3
• Post tunnel :26.2ug/m3

• Post HGV Ban:22.7 ug/m3

• Percentage drop in average 
daily PM10 values after DPT 
opened was 26%

• Percentage drop in average 
daily PM10 values after the 
HGV ban and tunnel opening 
was 36%

PM10 Value
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HGV Enforcement
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What Next?

• Conduct study in 2008 on extension of ban to 4 
axles

• No change in hours of operation
• Engage in discussions with industry re changes 

to permit system and problems re tunnel 
closures

• Minor change to cordon on Navan Road
• Extension of HGV Violation Tracking System
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Questions??


